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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, filed 10/17/2007, with respect to claims 1-20 have 
been considered and they are persuasive. Furthermore, the examiner has noticed an 
"error" in the examination of the claims, in that the examiner mistakenly examined the 
claims filed 11/21/2006 and not the most recently submitted claims. Therefore the 
previous rejection has been withdrawn. 

Regarding the arguments that Bauck fails to disclose an endcap connected to an 
actuator arm, and that base plates are distinguishable from endcaps, Bauck discloses a 
base plate in figure 2, item 22, and the previous rejection disclosed item 20 as the 
endcap. This is an oversight and the examiner has made changes to more clearly 
define the rejection. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., the endcap provides balance to the actuator) are not recited in the rejected 
claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from 
the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Claims 3, 12, 13, 15, 18 and 19 have been amended. Claim 21 has been added. 
Claims 1 and 3-21 remain rejected by Bauck et al and Nagahiro et al. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-8, 11-13 and 15-18, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Bauck et al (US Patent Number 4189759). 

Regarding claim 1 , Bauck discloses: 

An endcap for use on an actuator arm carrying a single head gimbal assembly, 
the endcap comprising: 

A body (figure 2, item 24) of the endcap connected to the actuator arm (figure 2, 
items 52 & 54 are connected via items 1 12 & 1 14); and 

A shielding feature extending from the body in a cantilevered configuration (figure 
2, items 122 & 124) for reducing windage excitation of the head gimbal assembly 
(columns 1 0 & 12, lines 18-24 & 28-39). 

Regarding claim 3, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 1, as stated in the 
102 rejection above, and further disclosing: 

Wherein the shielding feature includes a balancing portion (figure 2, item 131) 
and a shielding portion (figure 2, item 120). 
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Regarding claim 4, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 3, as stated in the 
102 rejection above, and further disclosing: 

Wherein the shielding feature is not connected to the actuator arm (figure 2, item 
120 is not in contact with the actuator arm). 

Regarding claim 5, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 3, as stated in the 
102 rejection above, and further disclosing: 

Wherein the balancing portion is shaped so the endcap is symmetric with respect 
to the shielding portion and the balancing portion (figure 2, items 120 & 131 are 
symmetrically split by action line [130]). 

Regarding claim 6, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 1, as stated in the 
102 rejection above, and further disclosing: 

Wherein the shielding feature is structured to divert airflow proximate to a portion 
of the head gimbal assembly that experiences windage excitation (figure 7, column 12, 
lines 27-39). 

Regarding claim 7, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 6, as stated in the 
102 rejection above, and further disclosing: 

Wherein the shield is structured to divert airflow away from a windward side of 
the head gimbal assembly (column 10, lines 18-24). 

Regarding claim 8, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 1 , as stated in the 
102 rejection above, and further disclosing: 
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Wherein the head gimbal assembly further comprises a load beam (figure 2, item 
26), a gimbal (figure 2, item 76), a transducing head (figure 2, item 58), and a flexible 
interconnect circuit (column 3, lines 48-59), and wherein the shielding feature is 
structured to divert an airflow proximate to a critical portion of the flexible interconnect 
circuit (figure 7). 

Regarding claim 11, Bauck discloses: 

A head actuation system comprising: 

An actuator arm (figure 2, items 52 & 54); 

A head gimbal assembly (figure 2, items 26, 62 & 76) for carrying a transducing 
head (figure 2, item 58), the head gimbal assembly connected to a first side of the 
actuator arm (figure 3, via items 102, 104, 106 & 108); and 

A shield (figure 2, item 24) having a first portion attached to the actuator arm 
(figure 2, items 112 & 114) and a second cantilevered portion (figure 2, items 120 on 
right and left) for reducing airflow excitation of the head gimbal assembly (columns 10, 
11 & 12, lines 18-24, 10-18 & 31-34), wherein the shield is attached to a second side of 
the actuator arm that is opposite the first side of the actuator arm (figure 3, item 112 is 
at opposite end from item 106 & 108). 

Regarding claim 12, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 11, as stated in 
the 102 rejection above, and further disclosing: 

Wherein the head gimbal assembly comprises: 
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A load beam (figure 2, item 26), wherein the shield is attached to a first end of 
the load beam (column 8, lines 28-37); 

A flexible interconnect circuit adjacent to the load beam (column 3, lines 48-59) 
and electrically connected to the transducing head (column 3, lines 48-59); 

A gimbal attached to a second end of the load beam (figure 2, item 76); and 

A slider supported by the gimbal (figure 2, item 76 supports 58), the slider 
disposed to support the transducing head (figure 2, item 58 supports item 84). 

Regarding claim 13, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 11, as stated in 
the 102 rejection above, and further disclosing: 

Wherein the shield is an endcap (figure 2, item 24 attaches to item 22 to form an 
endcap) wherein the first portion of the shield is a body of the endcap (figure 2, items 
112 & 114 are the connecting bodies of the endcap) and the second portion of the 
shield is a symmetrical protrusion from the body of the endcap (figure 3, items 122 & 
124 are symmetrical). 

Regarding claim 15, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 11, as stated in 
the 102 rejection above, and further disclosing: 

Wherein the shield is an endcap having a body (figure 2, items 112 & 114) and a 
plurality of protrusions from the body (figure 2, items 122 & 124). 

Regarding claim 16, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 15, as stated in 
the 102 rejection above, and further disclosing: 
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Wherein the endcap is symmetrical with respect to an axis extending along a 
center length of the load beam (figure 2, items 122 & 124 are symmetrical with item 
130). 

Regarding claim 17, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 16, as stated in 
the 102 rejection above, and further disclosing: 

Wherein the protrusions form substantially a "C" shape (figure 3, the protrusions 
[24] meet at the end of item 26 to form a "C"). 

Regarding claim 18, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 17, as stated in 
the 102 rejection above, and further disclosing: 

Wherein at least one of the plurality of protrusions has a first portion (figure 2, 
items 120) and a distal portion (figure 2, item 110), the first portion defines a plane, and 
the distal portion defines another plane (figure 2, items 120 & 110 are within two 
separate planes). 

Regarding claim 21, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 1, as stated in 
the 102 rejection above, and further discloses: 

Wherein a portion of the head gimbal assembly defines a first plane (figure 4, 
plane through the bottom edge of item 58) and the shielding feature of the endcap 
defines a second plane that is arranged substantially parallel to and spaced from the 
first plane (figure 4, plane through item 126 is parallel and spaced from the first plane). 



Application/Control Number: 

10/758,330 

Art Unit: 2627 



Page 8 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 9, 10, 14, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bauck et al, in view of Nagahiro et al (US PG-Pub 2003/0218833). 

Regarding claims 9 and 10, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 1, as 
stated in the 102 rejection above, but fails to specifically disclose: 

Wherein the endcap is disposed in relation to an X, Y and Z coordinate system, 
wherein an airflow in a substantially Z/Y direction causes excitation of the head gimbal 
assembly, the shielding feature having a shape disposed in an X-Y/X-Z plane for 
controlling the airflow, wherein the substantially X-Y/Y-Z plane is defined substantially 
parallel to the actuator arm/an axis of rotation of the actuator arm. 

Nagahiro discloses: 

Wherein the endcap is disposed in relation to an X, Y and Z coordinate system, 
wherein an airflow in a substantially Z/Y (out-plane direction/in-plane direction) direction 
causes excitation of the head gimbal assembly (paragraph 49 & 69), the shielding 
feature having a shape disposed in an X-Y/X-Z plane (shielding feature device has a 3 
dimensional shape) for controlling the airflow (figure 2, item 12), wherein the 
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substantially X-Y/Y-Z plane is defined substantially parallel to the actuator arm/an axis 
of rotation of the actuator arm (paragraph 49). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the shielding system of Bauck with a damping 
system, as taught by Nagahiro, because this will provide for multi-dimensional damping 
which will provide a more stable slider, as noted in paragraphs 48 & 49. 

Regarding claim 14, Bauck discloses the features of base claim 13, as stated in 
the 102 rejection above, but fails to specifically disclose: 

Wherein the protrusion is T-shaped. 

Nagahiro discloses: 

Wherein the protrusion is T-shaped (figure 2, item 12 is T-shaped). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use a T-shaped shield member on the load beam of 
Bauck, as taught by Nagahiro, because this will bridge the load beam, providing it with 
rigidity to maintain its length, as stated in paragraphs 36 and 37. 

Regarding claim 19, Bauck discloses the features of claim 19 that are in common 
with those previously disclosed in claims 11,12 and 13, as stated in the 102 rejections 
above, and further disclosing: 

A rotatable magnetic disc (figure 7, items 140). 
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Wherein the top face of the head gimbal assembly is defined opposite the 
rotatable magnetic disc (figure 7, disks of the disk pack 134 are position both on top and 
bottom of the gimbal, therefore, one of the disks is opposite the gimbal). 

Bauck fails to specifically disclose: 

A rotatable actuator arm. 

Nagahiro discloses: 

A rotatable actuator arm (paragraph 35); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to make the arm of Bauck rotatable, as taught by 
Nagahiro, because this is very well known in actuator arms. 

Regarding claim 20, Bauck and Nagahiro disclose the features of base claim 19, 
as stated in the 103 rejection above, Bauck further disclosing: 

Wherein the symmetrically balanced shape feature is disposed proximate to an 
excitable portion of the head gimbal assembly (figure 2, items 24 meet in an area near 
the HGA at item 110) to control excitation of the head gimbal assembly caused by 
airflow generated by rotating the magnetic disc (columns 10, 11 & 12, lines 18-24, 10- 
18 & 31-34). 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Matthew G. Kayrish whose telephone number is 
571-272-4220. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 5pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on 571-272-7589. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . 

Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Matthew G. Kayrish 1 2/1 9/2007 
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Primary Patent Examiner AU2627 



